
Chairman Upton and Members of the Subcommittee, thank you for inviting me to testify on behalf of the American Library Association. I sincerely appreciate the chance to comment on DOPA, the Deleting Online Predators Act. 


My name is Beth Yoke and I am the Executive Director of ALA’s Young Adult Library Services Association, the division in ALA that strives to ensure the nation's teens have access to excellent library services and resources. Before taking this position with ALA, I was a young adult services librarian and an instructor of future school library media specialists and youth librarians at Fairmont State University in Fairmont, West Virginia. 


I'd just like to summarize our main points and answer any questions you might have.


But first, let me say that no one is more concerned with the safety of children online than librarians – especially youth librarians and school library media specialists like those with whom I work. Librarians believe, and more importantly know from experience, that education about safe Internet practices – for both youth and parents – is the best way to protect young people.


With that in mind, let me go through our key points.

I. The terminology used in DOPA is overly broad. 


DOPA uses the term "social networking sites" to describe virtually all Interactive Web applications in which users converse or interact with each other. As written, it would block access to many valuable websites that utilize this type of communication, websites whose benefits far outweigh their detriments.

II. DOPA ignores the value of Interactive Web applications.


New Internet-based applications for collaboration, business and learning are becoming increasingly important, and young people must be prepared to thrive in a work atmosphere where meetings take place online, where online networks are essential communication tools. A number of businesses are increasingly moving to the use of Interactive Web applications as a primary mode of business communication. This is exactly what kids must be ready for: a professional environment where only the web-savvy thrive.


Finally, one example that wasn't included in the written testimony, a young adult with whom I recently spoke told me, [QUOTE] “My dad is a truck driver, and before social networking sites existed it was hard for him to feel connected with our family when he was away. If the library blocks social networking sites, then I will no longer be able to have live chats with him by computer, send family photos to him, or share moments from across the country.” [END QUOTE]
III. Education, not laws blocking access, is the key to safe use of the Internet.


Libraries and schools are where kids learn essential information literacy skills that go far beyond computer instruction and web searching. Legislation like DOPA sends exactly the wrong message at the wrong time – instead of allowing librarians and teachers to instruct students about how to use all kinds of applications safely and effectively, it creates barriers to information literacy instruction. This flies in the face of hundreds of years of educational theory – why would you limit access to interactive Web applications in the one place where students can learn to use them safely?

IV. Local decision-making – not federal law – is the way to solve the problems addressed by DOPA.


Many of the problems that DOPA seeks to remedy are already addressed at the local level. Federal legislation like DOPA robs libraries and communities of local decision-making and control. Decisions about what is best for an individual community should be made by the community itself.
V. DOPA would restrict access to technology in the communities that need public access most.


According to research, African Americans and Hispanics are much more likely to rely exclusively on the library computer for Internet access than are their white and Asian counterparts. DOPA, as presently drafted, would require libraries and schools receiving E-rate discounts through the Universal Service Program to block computer users from accessing Interactive Web applications of all kinds, thereby limiting opportunities for those who do not have Internet access at home.


Research shows that use of the Internet, including interactive sites, leads to improved reading and other academic successes, but, as Bruce Bower states, "children most likely to benefit from home Internet access are the very children least likely to have [it]."

[PAUSE]


The American Library Association would like to affirm the importance of online interaction and collaboration as an indispensable tool for communication and education in today’s information society.  ALA also affirms the role of social networking sites in students’ development of essential information literacy skills. We at the American Library Association stand ready to work with you, to assure that our children are protected, educated, informed and made as safe as possible.


PAGE  
1

